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May Meeting: 

Adventure Photography Presentation
by Joseph H. Stewart III
On May 31, our program will be presented by Joe Stewart,
SANP member and son of members Joe and Martha Stewart.
His presentation will include the trials, tribulations and joys of
mountain climbing and adventure photography.

Joe is the plant manager for International Paper, a premium
forest products company, in Ontario, California. His company
proudly supports and is a leader in the sustainable forestry
initiative where more trees are replanted than harvested each
year, and only "tree crop" plantations are harvested, not old
growth forest.

Joe lives in the Southern California area near Corona and
Riverside cities in Horsethief Canyon Ranch that adjoins the
eastern edge of the Santa Ana Mountains and Cleveland
National Forest at Trabuco, Santiago, and Modjeska Peaks
(elevations 4900-5700 ft). He reports that the views are great
and the weather excellent almost all year round! This area also
provides excellent access to both the southern mountains and
beaches and is ideally suited to those who enjoy outdoor
activities. He enjoys traditional strength training exercises,
hiking, skiing, and adventure photography as hobbies. He is
currently pursuing the U.S. fifty state highpoints and is in the
planning phases for climbing the seven global summits.

Joe is a member of both SANP and the Oak Ridge Camera
Club and has enjoyed amateur photography most of his life to
document and compliment his outdoor activities. His past ten
years have become more focused on travel and adventure
photography, which he will share with us in our May meeting.
Joe invites you to preview his photo website at
www.justanotherjoe.smugmug.com.

Make plans now to hear Joe tell about his fantastic outdoor
experiences and to see the great scenes he has captured in
his photographs. This will be an exciting program. Joe enjoys
questions and input from the audience, so your active
participation will be welcome!

Be a Newsletter Contributor!
If you have a favorite spot for photography or a tip you find
particularly useful, send in a short article about it for publication
in the SANP newsletter. This is a great way for members to
share experiences (and it helps your newsletter editors as
well)! Here’s our email address: mcconathy@aronsha.com.
Let us hear from you!

SANP Dues Are Due... Update Your
Membership Now!
Yes, it’s that time of year again! SANP annual dues were
payable by May 1, 2005. Please complete the membership
application from the last newsletter or from the website, and
return it to Alice Reed. Her address is on the application.
According to the bylaws, to remain in good standing, dues are
payable within thirty days after May 1, 2005. Dues have never
been increased since SANP was formed in 1991, so this is a
great deal! 

Be forewarned that dues may be increased next year to help
SANP purchase needed digital equipment.
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Three new SANP Board of Directors—Bill Carter, Harold
Howell, and Mike Williams—were elected by members
present at the April meeting. 

The SANP Board consists of nine members who each
serve a term of 3 years. The term of three Directors
expires each year, and three new Directors are elected.
Outgoing Board members were Brad Cottrell, Clay
Thurston, and Jane Blankenship. Many thanks for the
dedication and hard work of these retiring Board
members, and a big thank you to the new Board
members who will help lead SANP through the coming
years.

NOTE: The SANP Bylaws, Article X, section 10.02,
requires 30-day advance notice of the annual meeting at
which Board of Directors are elected. The notice was
inadvertently omitted from the March 2005 newsletter.
Notice may be waived by the membership. Anyone
objecting to the failure to provide the 30-day notice
should contact Lee Ownby or Ron McConathy prior to
the May 31, 2005, meeting; otherwise the notice
requirement will be considered waived for 2005. We
apologize for this oversight.

Upcoming Meetings 

• June and July: no meetings

• August 30: Bill Schneider (TBA)

• September 27: Clay Thurston and Ron McConathy (Death
Valley as seen by film and digital)
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SANP Officers and Committee Chairs
President Lee Ownby 865.690.8460
Treasurer Joyce Wilson
Secretary Margarete Ohnesorge
Membership Alice Reed 865.483.4461
Programs Brad Cottrell
Newsletter R/S McConathy 865.376.3976
Workshops/Trips Kendall Chiles 865.693.2448
Salon 2006 Alice Reed & Bob Epperson
Publicity Open (any volunteers?)
Web Site Shawn Grant

Elected Board Members:
Bill Carter Harold Howell
Chuck Cole Ron McConathy
Gloria Epperson Alice Reed
Mark Frankel Margarete Ohnesorge
Shawn Grant Mike Williams

The SANP Board meets monthly. If you have issues you
would like the board to discuss, contact Lee Ownby,
leeownby@mindspring.com.

SANP News is published monthly except June and July to
provide information to members. Articles or ideas from the
membership are welcome. 
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SANP mailing address: 
P.O. Box 32324, Knoxville, TN 37930-2324 
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Don’t be shy! Notify the newsletter editors,
mcconathy@aronsha.com, if you have a service to offer
members, have been honored, or have achieved something
noteworthy. This is your newsletter—let others know what you
are doing with your photography.
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SANP 2006 Annual Photography
Competition Special Category Announced
This summer will be an excellent time to find that award
winning picture for the special category that changes every
year for the SANP Annual Photography Competition. Entries
are due in January 2006, and the entry deadline will be here
before you know it. Alice Reed and Bob Epperson,
Competition Chairpersons, have announced that the special
category will be “Patterns in Nature.”  Please examine the
definition given below and be looking for your best shot.

Patterns in Nature is defined as a natural, distinguishable,
design (e.g., line and/or curve) that repeats as the main
element of the image. Examples: ripples in the sand, flower
petals, leaves, feather patterns.

Note that the word “natural”  in the definition means that
man-made designs will not be appropriate. Therefore, subjects
such as logs in a cabin wall, plant patterns in a cultivated
garden, or a winding path would not be allowed.

SANP Photography Workshops
and Field Trips 
Brad Cottrell reported that 8 members participated in the
Big Creek field trip on May 14, 2005. The weather was
good and the scenery was glorious. Mouse Creek Falls
was as pretty as ever. Expect to see some of these
pictures in next year’s competition.

SANP Members Win in Dogwood Ar ts
Photo Contest
Twenty-one SANP members had photographs hung in
the 2005 Dogwood Arts Photo Show. Of these, 13
members won 30 awards (37% of the total awards):
10 First Place, 8 Second Place, 2 Third Place, and
10 Honorable Mentions. Congratulations to all!

The winners are listed below. (This list was compiled
from the official Dogwood Arts Show book and SANP
membership list. Please notify the editor if there is a
mistake or omission.)

Clarence Berkley two 1st, one 2nd, one 3rd 
Dick Doub two 1st, three HM
Brad Cotrell one 1st, one 2nd, one HM
Bob Epperson three 1st, two HM
Gloria Epperson one 2nd, one HM
Alan Hielman two1st, one 2nd
David Jones one 3rd
Ron McConathy one 2nd, one HM
Don Mills one HM
Larry Perry one 2nd
Robert Quinn one 2nd
Richard Ramsey one 2nd
Peggy Turner one HM
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Ron and Sharon McConathy

On a recent trip to Death Valley and Zion national parks, we were
struck with the wonders in the parks and at the same time marveled
at some of the modern photographic equipment that makes recording
of those wonders pretty wonderful itself. 

An unusually wet winter in the Southwest desert brought an
abundance of wildflowers. In fact, they were at their 50-year best this
year, a point made repeatedly by the news media. One result of the
media attention about Death Valley was an abundance of people. It
was packed to overflowing with flower lookers. Photographers with
tripods were tripping over one another in some areas. We found
ourselves wondering where all the people came from...

In Death Valley the Desert Gold (Gerea canescens) flowers from a
distance looked like some giant had smeared the ground with
mustard. Once we walked into the large patches of flowers, we faced
photographic challenges to producing a good image. The desert
plants were spaced 3 to 4 feet apart and were  about 1 to 3 feet tall.
The persistent desert wind produced almost constant flower
movement. 

The picture I visualized showed entire plants close to the camera
with the yellow flowers stretching into the distance and the colorful
mountains and blue sky behind them. Of course, I wanted all this to
be in sharp focus. The camera needed to be positioned at the proper
height to show the layer of yellow flowers and be tilted down enough
to show the gravel soil. 

After finding a patch of flowers of the desired density and
arrangement, I use a polarizing filter at about half strength to
decrease the glare on the plant parts and enhance the blue sky.
Unfortunately, using the filter meant losing almost two f-stops of
light. The 17-85mm lens I had chosen showed the scene I wanted,
but when set at f/16 and 1/40 sec, to give the necessary depth-of-
field, the shutter speed was not fast enough to freeze the wind-blown
flowers. The lens used at its wide-angle settings also caused the
polarized sky to vary in density across the frame. My mind searched
for a way to solve these problems so I could get the picture I had
envisioned.

The Canon EF 45mm tilt-shift f/2.8 lens in the camera bag came to
my rescue. I was able to tilt the lens to set the plane of focus from the
foreground gravel to the distant mountains. This allowed me to use
an f/8 and 1/160 sec exposure (since I didn’ t need to use f/16 for the
additional depth-of-field). This gave me the additional shutter speed I
needed to freeze the wind-blown flowers. The 45mm lens used
vertically also took in less sky, which kept the polarized density of
the blue sky even across the frame. 

The picture in the 12 o’clock position in the collage accompanying
this article is the result of these decisions. Investigate the wonders of
using tilt-shift lenses if you like this type of image. You can start
your investigation at http://www.shutterbug.net/features/0801sb_tilt/.

I discovered a new digital photo aid on this trip as well. Digital
camera users can run into problems with inconsistent and inaccurate
white balance and exposure, and when this happens you end up
spending time at the computer trying to find the proper color
correction to recreate the scene photographed. The “auto white
balance”  setting on digital cameras does a pretty good job of keeping
up with the scene’s coloration, but the auto settings can be fooled. It
can be frustrating trying to clean up an image with bad color.

I have tried including a white balance card in an image and then
adjusting the white balance of related images on the computer using
this card as a reference, and it works. But this approach still requires
additional computer time.

Enter the Wallace Expo/Disc (see the review at
http://goinside.com/03/11/expod.html). The Expo/Disc is placed over
the lens, and the picture you take is basically a grey card image that
can be used to set the digital camera’s custom white balance. Once
set, the images that follow are white balanced for that scene and
lighting. And no computer time is need to color correct the images!
The Expo/Disc (http://www.expodisc.com) can also be used to set the
proper exposure and to check the accuracy of your camera’s meter.
This is a great photo tool!

We recently discovered a new lens, the Lensbaby 2.0
(http://www.lensbabies.com). The best description of this lens is
from their web site: “Lensbabies bring one area of your photo into
sharp focus, and you can move that ‘sweet spot’  of focus around the
picture by bending the flexible lens tubing. You will get a unique
new look, with gorgeous blurring, glowing highlights, and subtle,
prismatic color distortions, all without software manipulations.”  Plus
we find the Lensbaby fun to use!

This manual focus lens (actually, finger focus) takes a little time to
master and is not quick like an autofocus lens. However, the pictures
produced are different and allow you to stretch your creativity. Some
professionals are using the Lensbaby to produce some very
interesting images (see the galleries on the website given above). We
are still playing with our Lensbaby and have made some pleasing
images. Wildflowers should be marvelous subjects for this fun lens.
For more information, see
http://www.photographyblog.com/reviews_lensbaby.php and
http://www.dpreview.com/news/0503/05032201lensbaby_2.0.asp.

We hope you enjoy the wonders of nature and check out some of the
marvelous photographic tools and toys available today, such as the
tilt-shift lens, the Lensbaby 2.0 and the Expo/Disc. Hopefully, you©ll
be marvelously pleased with your photographic images!

Images from Zion National Park and Death Valley, copyright
Ron McConathy, 2005. 



Southern Appalachian Nature Photographers
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• May Meeting: Adventure Photography with Joe Stewart I I I  

• Board of Directors Elected

• Annual Photo Competition Special Category Announced

• Modern Marvels and Wonders 

• More...

Southern Appalachian Nature Photographers is a nonprofit organization dedicated to “Sharing the Awareness of Nature through Photography.”
The club meets the last Tuesday of every month except June, July, and December at the First United Methodist Church on Kingston Pike in
Knoxville at 6:30 p.m. for social time and 7 for the program. Visitors are welcome!


